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Full House: Kuyper Apartments to room seven next year
Zac VanderLey—Staff Writer
At Dordt University’s Kuyper Apartments,
seven is the new six. While the upperclassmen
apartment building has historically housed six
students per apartment, giving preference to
seniors, rooms of seven will now be favored,
regardless of academic year.
On Jan. 28, Student Government discussed
the upcoming changes to the university’s
housing, which will take effect in the 2022
Fall Semester. Later, Student Services emailed
students about the changes brought on by record
enrollment and a high retention rate.
“We are proactively identifying other
on-campus housing possibilities as we look
forward to next year,” the email said.
Currently, a Kuyper apartment contains a living
area, a kitchen, three bedrooms, and a bathroom.
In years prior, each of the three bedrooms were
typically shared by two students. For the new,
preferrable group of seven students, a group of
three students will now share a single bedroom.
“Who’s going to want to be in the room with
three people?” Kenzie Cunard said.
Cunard, a senior, lives in Kuyper with four
other roommates. Last semester, her apartment
housed six, including herself.
At the Student Government meeting,
Derek Buteyn, associate dean of students and
director of residence life, discussed next year’s
plans: “Kuyper was designed with population

fluctuation in mind, so we could adjust to our
needs in any given year.” Buteyn said. “This
change seems to be a significant departure
from the norm, but we’re actually not using our
space differently than what it was intended for.”
Buteyn, who said that groups of seven have
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previously “thrived” in Kuyper, also referenced
the number of Kuyper residents who study
off-campus or graduate after the fall semester,
“which would allow for more space in the
apartment.”

Though the university will favor complete
groups of seven for Kuyper, incomplete groups
of six are not ineligible for the apartment
building. At Dordt, housing assignments are
determined in part via a point system based
on students’ high school graduation year.
The further removed a student is from their
senior year of high school, the more points
they receive for their room. Even so, the point
system only comes into play when comparing
complete groups with other complete groups
and incomplete groups with other incomplete
groups. So, a complete group of seven juniors
would still receive preference over a group of
six seniors, regardless of points.
This year, in order to accommodate the
largest enrollment in university history, Dordt
provided non-traditional housing to a number
of its students, including underclassmen in East
Campus Apartments, off-campus housing, and
ten upperclassmen in the house of former Dordt
University President B.J. Haan.
Calvin Bader, a senior, planned on living
in Kuyper with five others this year, but when
Buteyn offered him and ten other upperclassmen
the former president’s house as an alternative,
he accepted the invitation.
When an underclassman, Bader struggled
to make space for his fish tank. In the former
president’s house, though, Bader set up the fish
tank in his three-person bedroom, along with a
Cont. on pg. 8

He speaks for the trees: Van Help wanted: The Commons’
Otterloo and maintenance
student employee shortage
department trim the grounds
Hannah Vanderhooft – Staff Writer

Dayna Wichhart—Staff Writer
On a Tuesday morning in January, Craig Van
Otterloo zipped up his brown coveralls over a
worn, black sweatshirt. In the maintenance shed
located on the west side of campus, he and the
maintenance staff prepared for the day’s work.
They laughed and heckled each other, opening
the garage door and exposing themselves to
Northwest Iowa’s crisp, cold air.
Van Otterloo climbed into a red truck stocked
with chainsaws, hatchets, and clippers. With
the turn of a key, the truck roared to a start. He
and his crew drove out to the campus’ trees and
began cutting.
For the past month, students’ walks to class

have been interjected by the whir of chainsaws
and the snap-whoosh-thud of falling tree limbs.
Van Otterloo is the man behind the operation.
Van Otterloo, a graduate from Norwest
Missouri State with a degree in wildlife/
conservation management and a minor in
biology, is new to the maintenance department.
After working periodically throughout the fall
of last year, he joined the team full-time in
December. Since then, Van Otterloo has made
changes to the grounds of Dordt University.
“Denny,
[Dordt
University’s
Head
Cont. on pg. 5
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Last semester, Alex Brown flipped a burger at
The Commons. Then, he flipped another. Then
another. Then another. For Brown, a typical
four-hour shift at Dordt University’s dining hall
amounted to around 200 burgers flipped, even
more students served, and even more dishes
washed.
“That tears on your mind,” Brown, a
sophomore, said. “The shifts in The Commons
are very monotonous.”
So, at the end of the semester, Brown quit.
Though The Commons pays its student
Photo Credit: Dayna Wichhart

employees a starting wage of $10.25 an hour, a
dollar more than the starting pay of other work
study positions, the deli at the Sioux Center
Wal-Mart offered Brown higher pay and a less
stressful work environment.
“It’s just a grind,” Brown said about his tenhour work weeks at The Commons.
At Dordt University, students fill nearly 750
student employment positions, including jobs
at the library, the mail room, and janitorial
work. This semester at The Commons, 35...
Cont. on pg. 2
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Dordt launches Degree in Three program
Katie Ribbens–Staff Writer

College is expensive. So, students are
continuously searching for new ways to save.
Graduating a year early offers a convenient way
to avoid an additional year of tuition costs.
Dordt University recently launched their
“Degree in Three” program: a fluid system
that offers students a three-year course plan.
The idea originated three years ago, when
Dordt considered the opportunity to create
more flexible options for students. Dordt
administration asked Joe Bakker, director of
online education, to take the lead on the project.
Degree in Three focuses on eight majors:
business, communication, criminal justice,
digital media production, English, health and
human performance, history, and social work.
These majors can consistently be completed in
three years, regardless of whether the student
enrolls at Dordt during an even or odd year.
Degree in Three also picks majors that do
not have multiple prerequisites. The more
straightforward the major, the more likely it is
to qualify for Degree in Three.
“We tried other majors too, but we would run
into roadblocks, where based on Dordt’s current
schedule, it’s just not reasonable,” Bakker said.
“We did not want to give any unreasonable
advice.”
In many ways, Degree in Three reflects
the role of an academic advisor. Any student
interested in graduating in three years,

regardless of if their major is listed on Degree
in Three, can plan their coursework with their
advisor. Their ability to graduate in three years
depends on the number of credits the student
earned in high school, how many credits they
take each semester, if they want to study abroad,
and if they want to take internships.
Each student’s plan is dependent on individual
factors, so their advisors help to craft a
custom plan, but Bakker said the most distinct
difference is that Degree in Three provides the
written resources of a laid-out plan.
Degree in Three also reaches out to
prospective students. If high school students
express interest in Dordt, their admissions
counselor connects them to Kandace Brands, an
online academic advisor. She meets with them
to determine their major, goals, and timeline,
helping them build a custom plan for earning
some credits in high school.
“We’re finding that students really want
to know about details even before they ever
come,” Bakker said.
Sherryl Mae Rowe enrolled at Dordt in
August of 2020 and plans to graduate in May
of 2023. She is a computer science major and
is a member of the Kuyper Honors Program.
Even though her major is not listed in Degree
in Three, she worked with her academic
advisor to craft a three-year plan. She earned
an associate degree during high school, which

New year, new variant
Emma Bennett—Staff Writer
On March 12 of 2020, Dordt University’s
student body received an email from Howard
Wilson, Vice President for University
Operations, titled “Update on COVID-19
(Coronavirus).”
“We join in the extraordinary efforts of
national and global communities to limit the
spread of COVID-19,” Wilson said. “Please
keep our institution in prayer as we determine
next steps.”
The email detailed the “measured and
multifaceted approach” of the university’s crisis
management team and mentioned limited fan
attendance at NAIA winter championships.
Later that night, Dordt extended its spring
break for an additional week to “reduce the
impact of the virus.”
In the weeks, months, and nearly two
years that followed, students received eight
“Campus Update” emails from Wilson and 36
“Update from Dordt University” emails from
Robert Taylor, dean of students. These emails
announced two, separate cancellations of inperson instruction, detailed social distancing
and quarantine regulations, and encouraged
students to receive a COVID-19 vaccination.
On January 5 of 2022, Taylor sent his thirtysixth “Update from Dordt University” email:
“We are looking forward to having you back on
campus.”
For Dordt’s fifth semester during the
pandemic, Taylor announced a shortened,
5-day quarantine period for students who tested
positive for COVID-19 and their unvaccinated
roommates. The change in protocol came as
a result of CDC guidelines. Like the previous
semester, the university would not conduct
contact tracing or require masking, but would
administer COVID-19 tests via Student Health.
In a video release attached to the email,
President Hoekstra instructed students to email
their professors and Student Health if they felt
ill.
“We trust you,” President Hoekstra said.
On Jan. 15, students returned from their 29day Christmas break, the longest in university
history. Also, on that day, Sioux County
recorded a seven-day average of 50, new
COVID-19 cases per day, its highest of the
pandemic.
“We assumed that during the start of the
semester, we’d see a spike,” Aaron Baart, chief
of staff and dean of chapel, said. “That’s why
we built the calendar to start a week later than
normal.”

Since then, case counts in the area have
lessened. On Feb. 6, Sioux County averaged
over seven days 19 new cases per day. As of Feb.
5, Dordt recorded zero students in quarantine
or isolation. The increase in cases locally and
nationally is the result of the Omicron variant,
a more contagious, less virulent strain of the
virus.
“If I had [COVID-19], I probably wouldn’t
even know.” Alexis Bowe, a junior, said. “I
would probably just think it was a bad cold or
the flu.”
In addition to the CDC cutting in half the
recommended isolation and quarantine period
from ten days to five, they also recently required
international travelers to prove their vaccination
status upon entering the United States, affecting
Dordt’s international students
Bowe has a Canadian friend at Dordt whose
family “doesn’t do vaccines:” “If she goes
home, she can’t get back in.”
For the past two semesters, Dordt has
provided an on-campus vaccination clinic
for students. At last year’s clinic, one student
received a vaccination. As of last semester,
35 percent of Dordt students reported a fully
vaccinated status. Since the COVID-19 booster
is so readily available, according to Baart, Dordt
will not offer a vaccine clinic this semester.
“My encouragement for students is if you
know a friend or a roommate or someone from
class that’s in quarantine, drop something off
for them, or send them a note, or write them a
prayer, or pick them up a meal,” Baart said. “It’s
not fun to be in quarantine, and it can get lonely
for people.”
Dordt University did not provide The Diamond
with information regarding COVID-19 cases
and vaccination rates within the student body
for the spring semester.
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fulfilled several course requirements. She chose
to graduate in three years for financial reasons
and to begin work sooner.
“You’re starting life earlier,” Rowe said.
“You really don’t have to pursue a master’s or
doctorate unless you want to be a professor in
computer science. So, at that point, you’re set
for the rest of your life.”
In the past, Rowe had difficulty getting
into her core classes. They fill up quickly, and
the registrar prioritizes third and fourth-year
students. Even though Rowe is graduating next
year, she is only in her second year at Dordt.
In addition to financial reasons, Bakker
said the Degree in Three program also attracts
students who plan to attend graduate school
after Dordt.
“They’re trying to condense their overall
experience because they know it’s going to be
a long haul,” Bakker said.
Graduating in three years is not for everyone.
If the student needs to take summer courses to
graduate early, they suddenly become a full-time
student without utilizing their summer break to
work more hours or take on an internship.
“It’s something to think about and consider
and be prayerful about,” Bakker said. “It’s not
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something to just jump in without thinking.”
Rowe takes 18 and a half credits each
semester and is constantly overloading.

“It’s something
to think about and
consider and be
prayerful about. It’s not
something to just jump
in without thinking.”
-Joe Bakker
“I never really have a break,” Rowe
said. “You’re really focused on your current
experience, like on your schooling rather on
absorbing the college experience around you.
Pick and choose.”

The Commons’ student
employment shortage cont.
cont. from pg. 1
...students are employed, though the dining hall
typically employs 65 to 70. Like Brown, many
students have tossed down the spatula and left,
leaving The Commons shorthanded.

“[The Commons
staff] really do try and
make it enjoyable.”
-Alex Brown
According to Mindi Sneller, a student
supervisor, the dining hall has struggled to
fill its Monday, Wednesday, and Friday lunch
shifts: “They’re willing to work, but they’re in
class.”
Because of the shortage, The Commons’
“Action Stations,” which offer rice and burrito
bowls, stir fry, wings, and more, have been run
on a part-time basis this semester.
Though Dordt Dining has attempted to fill
shifts with non-student, full-time employees,
the nation’s labor shortage has added difficulty
to their recruitment.
Sneller knows The Commons is difficult to
work at. The customer service-based work
does not allow students to do homework or
listen to music: “What students don’t realize
is that they’re going to need to interact with
people every day at their jobs… that’s customer
service.”
Despite his leaving, Brown said Sneller
was “a pleasure to work with” and that “[The
Commons staff] really do try and make it
enjoyable.”

Kyle Achterhoff, director of student
employment, has worked at Dordt since the
2020 Fall Semester. Achterhoff has taken
student employment, formerly known as “work
study,” in a different direction. He’s raised the
minimum starting wage for student employees
from $8.75 an hour to $9.00 an hour and
implemented yearly incentives for students
to stay in their positions, including a $0.50
raise per year. According to Achterhoff, the
university has seen a positive shift in students’
work and attitudes.
“This is to incentivize students to stay in the
same position for a longer amount of time”
Achterhoff said. “We don’t want to limit them,
but we want them to understand there’s a benefit
by getting experience in doing something over
and over.”
Achterhoff was also responsible for raising
the starting pay at The Commons by one dollar.
“It’s to acknowledge the hard work they do
and to encourage them to stay in their position.”
Still, though student employment has
increased in a number of departments since
Achterhoff’s hiring, The Commons has
struggled to retain workers.
According to Brown, students won’t fill The
Commons’ worker shortage until the new dining
hall is built after 2024, given the current dining
hall’s poor reputation: “Everybody knows that’s
the worst job.”
On a Tuesday night at The Commons, around
a half dozen students served paninis and
noodle bowls at the Action Station. Despite
the shortage, student employees have pushed
to keep the fixture operational. As dinees filter
through the lines, the workers talk with each
other, passing the time.
“Relationships,” Brown said. “That makes it
go by a lot faster.”

Art & Entertainment

page 3

Book of Boba Feet and twenty other characters
Copy Editor -- Gretchen Lee

character development.
In episodes five and six, the narrative takes
a sharp turn. Instead of focusing on Boba and
Shand preparing for a territory battle with spice
traders, the story follows characters from season
two of The Mandalorian. At first, some of the
cameos were fun, but it didn’t take long for the
sixth episode to feel like a complete divergence
from the original plot.
I enjoy a bit of fan service every now and
again, but it must suit the plot and continue
driving the narrative. The sixth episode stalled
the story. It felt like a cheap way to get people
excited about the series, which diminishes the
work put into the other episodes and lessens the
value of the cameoed characters.

Before his appearance in The Mandalorian,
I can’t say that I cared much for Boba Fett. I
thought his armor was cool, but otherwise I saw
him as a generic, violent character who served
as a blank face upon which males could project
themselves into the Star Wars universe.
The sophomore season of The Mandalorian
gave Fett a bit more depth: he was strong,
humorous, and had a certain degree of
selflessness that added a complexity I found
intriguing. When The Book of Boba Fett was
announced, I was interested.
The beginning episodes show how the bounty
hunter escaped the Sarlacc pit, trained a tribe
of Tusken Raiders, and rescued Fennec Shand

so they could topple Jabba the Hutt’s crime
empire and take it for their own. As Fett heals,
he remembers the people who saved him and
navigates the political climate of Tatooine.
The first four episodes are excellent. Boba
Fett comes alive as a complex character. He has
a dark and painful past he tries to improve, but
is still largely self-serving. He’s a fascinating
character on multiple levels. We see him
connecting with the Tuskens, trying to create
stability in the local community, and bonding
with animals in an endearing way.
The exploration of Tusken culture was one of
the most interesting bits of Star Wars lore I’ve
seen in a while. Understanding them as more
than the faceless, violent people previously
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shown was an excellent narrative choice and
added even more complexity to this series. The
audience becomes attached to them as Boba
Fett increased the emotional punch and raised
the stakes of the central conflict.
The show uses comedy to balance some of
its quieter moments. Boba Fett runs a driving
school for Tuskens, pets a Rancor and calls
it a good boy, and adopts a bunch of bored
teens, creating levity that fits with the overall
atmosphere of Star Wars media.
My central complaint about the first four
episodes of The Book of Boba Fett is that the
fight scenes felt awkward and slow. This could
be overlooked because of the stellar plot and

“The Book of
Boba Fett had a
strong beginning
that has now been
trampled by an
overindulgence in
fan service.”
-Gretchen Lee
Overall, I’m disappointed. The Book of Boba
Fett had a strong beginning that has now been
trampled by an overindulgence in fan service. I
was hoping for a unique story about characters
we haven’t seen much in the Star Wars universe,
but Boba Fett has become a background
character in his own show and, with only one
episode left in the season, it’s unlikely the issue
will be corrected.

Suing, students prepare for Unfinished; A Dance Concert
Isabel Pheifer—Staff Writer
The Dordt University Theatre Arts Department
is putting on a dance concert this spring. Each
year, the department features a student-directed
performance (a studio show). This spring’s
dance concert is new addition to these shows.
“I am so excited to share this love of mine
with people. It is going to be so special,” junior
theatre arts major Sommer Schaap said.
Robin Suing, the theatre arts office and
marketing manager, is in charge of the show.
As a part of her quest for a master’s degree
in dance education, she must complete a final
thesis paper. This dance concert is a part of that
paper, in which she is trying to determine the
difference between teacher-led, student-led,
and collaborative choreography and how their
results may differ.
The show will feature all three styles of
choreography. Of the ten dances in the concert,
Suing is choreographing two, six will be
choreographed by two students, and two more
will be choreographed collaboratively.
“This whole thing started much simpler—me
wanting to choreograph dances to songs that I
have loved for a long time or that have been
meaningful in my life,” Suing said. “However,
as time went on my research project developed,
and this whole concept started evolving.”
Because the project is partially student-led,
Suing selected two students to help: Schaap and
sophomore secondary education major Anna
Jansen. These two will each choreograph three
dances, as well as collaborate with the rest of
the cast.
Suing first mentioned the project idea last
spring at a company meeting for the theatre
arts department. It sparked Schaap’s interest,
and when Suing reached out this year to ask if
she was interested in being involved, Schaap
jumped on the opportunity.
“I am really excited to work with Robin, she is

very gracious and accepting about where we are
at with our dance levels,” Schaap said.
She has already jumped headfirst into the
project, helping with the audition process.
Auditions were held Tuesday, Feb. 1.
Seventeen students auditioned in-person, and
two sent in recordings. During auditions, the
potential cast members did a cardio warmup
routine, stretched, then learned a combination
from one of the songs in the show. All 19 who
auditioned, plus Schaap and Jansen, received a
part in the show. The cast consists of students
from many different majors and backgrounds,
including nursing majors, theatre department
members, a dance team member, and choir
members.
Suing will tell the story of her life, including
experiences with mental health issues and an

abusive relationship. Through these dances,
she hopes the story will bring to light many
problems and hardships people face every day.
“While yes, I have a story to tell,” Suing
said, “I also recognize that everyone has a

“I think the depth
of storytelling
through dance
is going to be
phenomenal,”
-Robin Suing

Photo Credit: Robin Suing
journey they have been through and I told the
dancers at the auditions, ‘Your story is valid and
should also be heard.’”
The studio show format will bring something
new to campus, broadening the scope for theatre
and dance.
“To be able to see other people’s interpretations
on choreography and to see people develop the
skills that they may not even know that they
have is something that really excites me,”
Schaap said. “Just to be able to dance again and
be creative in this way is one of the best feelings
for me.”
The dance concert will be held on April 28th,
29th, and 30th in the Black Box Theatre.
“I think the depth of storytelling through
dance is going to be phenomenal,” Suing said.

page 4

Feature

Beekeeping is the buzz on campus and the community
Glory Reitz --- Staff Writer
Bringing the bees through the winter is the
hardest part. There are too many ways to die.
Duane Bajema starts his beginner’s
beekeeping class with one free session in
the beginning of January. He calls the first
class “The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly of
Beekeeping,” and uses the time to lay out
beekeeping pros and cons for potential students.
On Feb. 1, two of Bajema’s students were
missing. The remaining two sat down across
from two former students, whom Bajema
invited to help him remember and express the
joy at the heart of beekeeping. Bajema has
been beekeeping since the 1970s, and though
each student has varying amounts of grey in
their hair, they also still have the fresh glow of
enthusiasm.
“Why should these guys even get excited
about this?” Bajema asks the program graduates,
leaning back in his seat at the head of a small
classroom table in the Agriculture Stewardship
Center. “I’ve scared people off, and there’s
money involved, so why should these guys even
have bees?”
Dean Johnson comes to Bajema’s class
regularly to lend his expertise, and visual aids ,
to the new students. Throughout the class time,
Johnson rolls his chair away from the main
table, only to glide back with a photo of his own
hives, a cup of mites, or a hive topper full of
sugar.
Johnson took the course seven years ago
with his wife, and they have kept bees ever
since. He now often wears a “Save the Bees”
sweatshirt and boasts of 28 hives contributing
to Adaville Honey Company, co-founded by
him and his wife.
“One’s dead,” Johnson said with a shrug. “I
just noticed on Saturday.”
Dead colonies are common. Bajema drills it
into his students to start with two hives, in case
one dies. He says Iowa used to see 20 percent
of its hives die each year. Now, between 40-60
percent die, but no one knows exactly why.
Around the middle of class, Bajema told his
students, new and old, to take a break while he
tried to get a stubborn PowerPoint to display.
The students picked up cookies and small red
Solo cups of apple juice and discussed where
to get wood shavings for their hives, as well as
how to work with farmers to organize safe times
to spray pesticides.
Within minutes, Bajema had the computer
working and, snagging a cup of juice, he led
the group to look at a sample hive. Using the
hive as a visual aid, he explained how to put
a “nuc” (pronounced “nuke”) of new bees into
the middle of an empty box. As the colony
grows, beekeepers must add a second box on
top of the first, giving the bees room to expand.
But timing is key: if the box comes too soon,
the bees will never fill out the sides of the hive.
Too late, and the hive will “swarm,” leaving the
cramped space behind to find a new home. The
beekeeper may never see them again.
After Mike McAlpine finished the course
two years ago, he took Bajema’s advice and
entered beekeeping as a hobby with one goal:
to get through the winter. But before the trees

had dropped their leaves, Alpine realized he had
pushed the time limit too far: his bees swarmed.
Johnson supplied Alpine with a new queen
bee, and every week, Alpine checked his hives
and refilled food supplies. Both hives made it
through winter, but in the spring, one of them
began to fail. Alpine’s best guess about the
hive’s eventual death was that the queen was
“spotty.” But there’s no way for him to really
tell.
What kills bees? Bajema easily named
disease, pesticides, parasites, “varmints,” and
lack of flora in the habitat, what beekeepers call
“pasture.”
In class, Johnson rolled to the table with the
yellow-and-clear test bottle he used to test for
mites. To use it, he would scoop a half-cup of
bees, about 300, into his yellow test bottle with
a little rubbing alcohol or windshield washing
fluid and shake it. If the bees have mites, the
parasites will fall off into the bottom.
Johnson then passed around two nested clear
plastic cups. Between them is a sprinkling of
brown flecks: Varroa destructor mites, which
drill holes through the bees’ chitin exoskeleton
to suck out the fat, leaving the bees vulnerable
to disease.
“So, if you have these little mites making
holes in the bee’s segments,” Bajema explained,
“they crawl in there and make a hole, and that
hole doesn’t heal.”
One of the students, Diamond Vogel Paints

purchasing manager Craig Pennings, asked
what to do if he finds mites on his bees.
“Cry,” Bajema said without hesitation.
There are treatments for mites, but they
come with conditions. Beekeepers can’t apply
poisonous treatments while they have “honey
supers” on their hives, or the honey would
be polluted. And if a beekeeper uses one
treatment for too long, the mites build up a
resistance to it.
With all the hardships and uncertainty
beekeeping brings, many prospective students
decide not to take the class after the first
overview. Each of Bajema’s students must
commit to keeping their own hive after the
course ends, because the best way to learn
beekeeping is by keeping bees. Bajema uses
this course to prepare students for buying bees
in early spring to care for indefinitely.
Beekeeping’s seasonality makes it a
difficult field for Dordt University students
to join. Hannah Landman is a junior biology
major. Her grandparents have kept bees for as
long as she can remember, and her immediate
family picked up the trade about ten years ago.
Landman says bees would interest her even
if she didn’t have the family history, and she
isn’t the only one on campus. She knows other
students involved in environmental science
who would be interested in re-starting Dordt’s
old beekeeping club, but winters would be
difficult, and summers would require someone
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to return to campus to watch the bees.
Still, Landman is keeping her options open
and has talked to Bajema about the possibilities.

“In my
experience, this
is a great way to
get those scared
of bees a bit more
involved.”
-Hannah Landman
“I’d still love to do something,” she said in
an email. “Especially since honey harvesting
happens in the fall and in my experience, this
is a great way to get those scared of bees a bit
more involved.”
Like so much else in beekeeping, Dordt
students’ future involvement is uncertain, but
those determined enough to stick around aren’t
going anywhere.

A Puritan prayer: new campus ministry leads students in
prayer
Elaina Ammons—Staff Writer

In an intimate, dimly lit room, eleven people
gathered in mismatched chairs, forming a circle
around a coffee table that displayed a Bible and
a long-forgotten water bottle.
“Let’s pray,” Chase Pheifer, a senior, said.
Pheifer and the attendants bowed their heads.
Two years ago, Dordt University Campus
Ministries held a bi-weekly prayer event where
Dean of Chapel Aaron Baart or Campus Pastor
Sam Ashmore would lead students in prayer.
These prayer times inspired Pheifer to start his
own prayer-oriented ministry: Friday Prayers.
Through Friday Prayers, a twenty-minute
prayer time at 11:05 a.m. in the Prayer Room of
the B.J. Haan Auditorium, Pheifer felt he could

give back to campus. He emailed Ashmore
about the idea.
“Yeah, that’s totally something we could do!”
Ashmore said.
So, Campus Ministries sponsored Friday
Prayers and publicized the event, which
emphasizes meditating on Puritan prayers.
“The best prayer is an honest one,” Pheifer
said.
At last week’s Friday Prayers, the second of
the semester, Pheifer, senior Parks Brawand,
and Ashmore took turns reading from prayer
books and the Bible.
Pheifer read a prayer from the Leonine
Sacramentary, the oldest surviving liturgical

“The best prayer
is an honest one,”
-Chase Pheifer
book of the Roman rite:
“O God, the light of the hearts that see you, the
life of the souls that love you, the strength of the
minds that seek you... grant us your blessings as
we offer up our confessions an supplications.”
After concluding his reading, the group paused
for a moment of self-reflection and meditation.

Brawand read a prayer from the Valley of
Vision, a collection of Puritan Prayers.
Pheifer has dedicated his group to building
open, honest relationships with Jesus Christ. To
him, the Puritans didn’t simply seek beauty in
their prayers, they also poured out their hearts
to God.
Friday Prayers is designed to be a simple,
low-pressure gathering—a twenty-minute
space to rest without distraction. To Clara
Peterson, a senior, Friday prayers blesses her
with a dedicated prayer time that’s built into her
schedule.
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Local churches take up call to house Afghan refugess
Joya Breems—Staff Writer
Mohammed Stoman Hotak fled Afghanistan
after discovering his name floating around on
a Taliban hit list. Taking only two suitcases
for his family of five, Mohammad and his
pregnant wife, Feroza, caught a flight out of the
country. After landing in Texas, they faced the
challenges of living in a new country.
Mohammed is one of over 76,000 Afghans
who left their country for the United States,
according to the Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Society, a non-profit organization with the motto
“Welcome the stranger. Protect the refugee.”
Upon entering the states, Afghan refugees
are processed in military bases throughout
the country. Then, smaller agencies help them
find housing, jobs, and schooling. According
to ABC News, the Department of Homeland
Security and other resettlement organizations
are “working toward a goal” of emptying the
bases of refugees by Feb. 15.
Dr. Jason Lief, a theology professor at
Northwestern College, works with a Sioux City
resettlement agency and, through a translator,
has heard the stories of Afghan refugees like
Mohammed. He’s driven them to Walmart, too.

“We want our
Afghan friends
to experience the
love of Christ as
embodied by the
church.”
-Joel Kok

“They were told to get on a plane. They had
no chance to say goodbye to their families,”
Lief said.
Lief thinks Sioux County can provide “grace
and welcome” to the refugees: “We can help
give them the tools to be successful and to
flourish.”
In Sioux Center, local churches including
Covenant CRC, Good Shepherd, and Bethel
CRC have taken up Lief’s call. At Covenant, a
house has been made available to host refugees.
Joel Kok, the pastor of Covenant CRC,
believes his church’s task is Biblical. He
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references how Galatians 6 says “let us do good
to all people:” “We feel this call to reach out to
people who have been hurt,” Kok said. “We
want our Afghan friends to experience the love
of Christ as embodied by the church.”
Kok worked with immigrants at Willowdale
CRC in Ontario, Canada, where he previously
pastored. There, he helped refugees from Iran
who sought religious freedom.
“Those refugees were refugees because of
their faith in Christ,” Kok said. “Our Afghan
refugees will almost certainly be Muslims and

we need to respect their faith.”
There are difficulties to Lief and Kok’s
desire to help, though.
“Finding jobs won’t be hard, finding housing
will be more difficult,” Kok said. “In addition,
helping Afghan’s learn the language, culture,
and navigate the immigration system of the
U.S. is a daunting, time-consuming task.”
Lief understands a number of refugees will
experience trauma related to their departure,
which the church will have to attend to:
“Some of them had to leave family members
behind.” Lief said.
Most Afghan refugees, like Mohammed,
may stay in the United States for one year
with a temporary refugee status. To stay in the
U.S. longer, they must obtain asylum status or
apply for a visa. If not, they risk losing their
jobs or being deported.
While the immigration paperwork, with
its time, language, and legal constraints,
poses an initial challenge for host churches,
the larger difficulty exists in the nation-wide
backlog in asylum cases. Currently, over 1
million asylum requests are being processed.
If Mohammed applied for asylum today, his
paperwork might not be processed before his
one-year temporary status expires.
A legislative solution is needed to fast
track the Afghan asylum application. Lief
encourages legislators, such as Iowa state
senator Joni Ernst, to sponsor the Afghan
Adjustment Act. The act would allow refugees
to remain in the states while their paperwork
is being processed and expedite the wait times
for visa and asylum applications.
“Sioux
County
is
generous
and
compassionate but walking alongside our
immigrant friends will require time and
patience.” Lief said

Van Otterloo and maintentance dept. trim the grounds cont.
cont. from pg. 1
Groundskeeper], is the turf man, and I guess
now I’m the tree man,” Van Otterloo said.
“We complement each other well and we are
learning a lot from each other.”
Prior to his employment at Dordt, Van
Otterloo worked as a park manager for 33 years
at Lake Pahoja in Lyon, Iowa. There, he planted
new trees every year and trimmed them in their
early stages of growth. This practice allows for
healthier, more structurally sound trees.
When he arrived at Dordt, Van Otterloo
noticed the trees, not trimmed for over ten
years, first: “Oh, my goodness these things are
a mess.”

a three-year rotation.
Before Van Otterloo, low hanging branches
scraped across the roofs of busses and food
delivery trucks as they drove through campus.
After Van Otterloo, these vehicles can roll down
the roads without obstruction.
“Right now, the trees look odd with all
the fresh cuts, Van Otterloo said. “Once the
cuts begin to heal and the leaves come in,
people will see why we needed to do it.”
In addition to tree trimming, he and Denny
Veldhuizen have plans for landscaping. They
aim to reimagine the beds outside of the
Recreation Center, using the landscaping
designs from two senior agriculture students.
Nicole Van Roekel and Sarah Holmberg
designed six landscaping beds across campus
for their Senior Directed Study Project. They
included flowers and plants such as Prairie
Dropseed, Little Bluestem, Pink Aster’s, and
Coral Bells.
“The goal for our designs was to create
landscapes that are attractive to pollinators,”
Van Roekel said, “Pollinator habitats and
populations have decreased in recent years, and
we wanted to do our part to help improve them.”
Van Otterloo enjoys working with college
students: “I did it in Lake Pahoja and I’m glad
to do it at Dordt. I think it is a great way to
incorporate the classroom and seeing their work
in real life.”
As the cold bit at the rosy cheeks and chapped
nose of Van Otterloo, he loaded the red truck
with his tools and drove back to the shed in
search of warmer jobs for the remainder of the
day.

“For a tree,
trimming is like
getting your hair
or fingernails cut.”
-Craig Van
Otterloo
He wanted to return the trees to a healthy
condition: “For a tree, trimming is like getting
your hair or fingernails cut.”
While the practice encourages trees to
produce bigger leaves for a fuller appearance,
Van Otterloo and his team also removed dead
and dying branches that posed a risk to students
and property. In addition, Van Otterloo will
also cut down a few trees entirely, given their
insurance and safety risks.
When trimming, Van Otterloo operates with
one rule: “If I do take a tree down, I make sure
I replace it.”
He’ll plant new trees in the spring to replace
those cut down throughout the winter.
Van Otterloo is optimistic about the future of

the younger trees on campus. The older trees
however, are less likely to become structurally
sound, even with their “haircut.”
This year, the maintenance department
registered over 400 hours of labor between
two trimmers and around a half dozen work
study students. Their chainsaws have dug their

Photo Credit: Sam Landstra
teeth into over 100 trees and bushes, amounting
to over 130 truckloads of branches. In future
years, this number will decrease.
Van Otterloo has divided the campus into three
sections. Each year, the maintenance team will
trim the trees in a different section, operating on
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Praise and Worship needs a change of scenery
Georgia Lodewyk—Staff Writer
I used to be an avid attendee of Praise and
Worship. Every Thursday night. 10:00 p.m. It
was one of my favorite events; a stress-reliever,
a homework break, a time of prayer and worship
I desperately needed by the end of my week.
Praise and Worship has always been a refreshing
change of pace, a time to step away from the
BUAD or bio homework, and a reminder of
why it is that we are all here. It is one of my
favorite parts of Dordt University’s campus life
and community.
So, what has changed for me? It’s not the
music or the people there. It’s the atmosphere.
As much as I want to love the times for worship
we hold every Thursday in the campus center,
there’s something standing in my way, and it’s
usually the 6’5” basketball player in front of me.
Now I know it’s not his fault; he can’t help
being a giant any more than I can help that I’m
5’5” on a good day. But that’s just the point. Too
often when there’s Praise and Worship in the
Campus Center, shorter people like me cannot
see from the back, cannot see from the middle
of the crowd, and cannot see unless we’re
in the first three rows. It is crowded, too. I’m
almost touching shoulders with the people to my
right and to my left. Sometimes, this can feel
claustrophobic, and it makes the campus center
a less inviting place for people who are new to
Praise and Worship. It is almost like going to a
church when all the pews are full; newcomers
are less likely to feel welcomed when there’s not
even a spot for them to stand.
The back of the Campus Center is still set
up with tables from the grille. I love the idea
of encouraging people to visit and congregate,
but the people who are shoved to the back of
Praise and Worship are forced to hear a mix of
the conversations behind them and the worship
on the stage that they, most likely, cannot even
see.
Yes, I know, I could just go to the second
floor of the Campus Center and watch from
there. I could stop complaining because the

results split almost in half. Forty-eight percent
wanted to keep Praise and Worship in the
Campus Center, while 52 percent wanted it
moved to the B.J. Haan.
Students who supported a change to the B.J.
Haan said they were looking for a less-crowded
and more spacious atmosphere, similar to
chapels in the B.J. Haan on Wednesdays. Some
music students worry moving it permanently
to the B.J. Haan will be using the space for
something other than what it is intended for,

How do we,
as a campus
community, create
the most welcoming
environment for the
most people?
-Georgia Lodewyk

Campus Center is still a million times better
than the Jacob’s Ladder in the Science Building.
I remember back to last year. There weren’t
many positive changes that came from
COVID-19 regulations, quarantines, and mask
policies, but one thing I loved was getting to
have Thursday Night Praise and Worship in the
B.J. Haan. The space felt open and inviting,
rather than crowded and compact. People could
sit, stand, and have more room to worship

We’re all broke, it might not
be not worth it
Anna de Oliveira—Staff Writer

Growing up, I was taught that success came
by way of a college degree. But I’m not sure
if anyone knows what a degree is worth. When
we step into our first class at Dordt University,
we don’t really know who we are. We might
not really know our passions. And when we
walk the graduation stage and shake President
Hoekstra’s hand, we might be just as lost and
confused as we were our freshman year.
To be honest, I think we are asking the wrong
questions. We are asking if college is “worth it,”
Instead, we must ask: What are my passions,
and is college how I follow them?
Let’s be honest, all of us have considered
alternatives to college when crying over
unfinished assignments and losing sleep because
of that CORE145 paper. I did, at least. Once, I
even told my friends I would not return for the
next semester because I felt burnt out.
Regardless, I think it is important to think
and then decide. There are many reasons to
not attend university. One of them, of course,
is finances. Now, don’t get me wrong, I’m
missionary kid. I know what it’s like to be tight
on money.
So, again, I ask: Is the cost worth it?
According to its website, Dordt University costs

$45,590 a year. When you take financial aid
into consideration, the average Dordt student
pays $16,120 per year (or $64,480 for a 4-year
degree).
I’ve also been told that a college degree is
a necessary requirement for the workforce,
though these trends are shifting, partly because
of the pandemic. So, the question then becomes:
Is a college degree worthwhile in the new
normal of work-from-home, self-employment?
It’s been said that college is “where you find
yourself.” While that may be true for some, it’s
not true for me. After high school, I took some
time off and lived in the “real world.” I got my
life experience outside of college. That’s where
I developed my sense of self.
So,
the truth is that college is not for everyone.
Rather, I think college is something you ought
to pursue with an end goal in mind. Now, don’t
get me wrong. I think it is perfectly okay to
change your major midway through college.
Lord knows I have done that myself. But if you
don’t know who you are or what your passions
are, I don’t think you should spend an average
of $16,120 a year for four years to earn a degree
you might not even want.
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freely.
I wondered if my view on the B.J. Haan
might put me in the minority, believing that
most students preferred to keep Praise and
Worship in the centrally-located Campus
Center.
In a poll of over 250 Dordt undergraduate
students— men and women, underclassmen
and upperclassmen, athletes and musicians,

hindering the auditorium’s capabilities to
surround and project well for future band and
choir concerts. Other students simply like the
closeness and community-building aspects of
the campus center better.
“The informality draws a lot of people in and
in some ways is more convenient,” sophomore
Amanda Santjer said. “I don’t think worship
should ever feel like a concert, and in some
ways the B.J. Haan gives off that sort of
atmosphere.”
Ultimately, the purpose of Praise and
Worship is exactly that: a place for students to
gather and be united by shared faith. But the
question is, how do we, as a campus community,
create the most welcoming environment for the
most people?

A word of encouragement
Staff Writer -- Teresa Taylor
Welcome back to Dordt University for the
spring semester. I trust your break was restful
and productive and you are now on the right
path for a healthy and happy semester. If so,
keep up the good work and peace be with you.
Or maybe your break didn’t look that way.
Maybe you had a stressful break. Maybe
you returned home to repressed memories,
unresolved conflict, and family problems.
Maybe you returned to campus in a sour mood,
already feeling the pressure of the semester, the
papers you have to write, the readings you are
wondering if you can skip or skim, the classes
you do not want to take.
Now that we’re a few weeks in, maybe you’ve
settled into a steady rhythm, or maybe you’re
finding yourself stuck in a routine that does not
work. Maybe you are doubting yourself, your
abilities, your choices, your friends, your faith.
Maybe you already feel as if you are falling
behind, running to catch a bus that will never
stop. Maybe you are a freshman in your second
semester, still settling into college life, or maybe
you are in your final semester as a senior, with
no idea what you will do after graduation.
Maybe you’re ready to tackle whatever comes
your way, or maybe you feel hurried, numb,
uninspired. Maybe you have forgotten why you
are here.
Well, let me remind you. You are here because
you value your education, because you are doing
something great with your life. You are working
towards a degree you will use to improve the
world around you, leaving it at least a little
more beautiful than how you found it.
Just as this life is preparation for the one after,
this phase of life is preparation for the next. We
are building. Just as this life matters, this phase
of life matters. It would not do to simply go
through it without looking around a bit. Please
do not forsake your studies but do remember
that you have a life to live right now too, not

just after graduation. You must find the balance,
the homeostatic range of your day and your
soul, and live within that balance.
And yeah, I understand how difficult that is,
trust me. It takes a lot of work, but it is worth it.
You are worth that. Today is worth living well,
despite whatever happens. They say life is 10
percent what happens to you and 90 percent
how you react to it and, though I don’t deal with
numbers much, I find I agree with them.
Now, I am not saying everything is just in
your head and so it doesn’t matter blah, blah,
blah. I am saying you have a level of control
over how you respond, the situations you allow
yourself to stay in, the thoughts you choose to
dwell on. Know yourself and know your limits.
A great thing about this little community we
have here at Dordt University, I think, is that
truly has your best interest at heart. Though we
may not always agree on what that best interest
is, we are here to support each other.
So, if you’re having a rough time, if you
need a healthy distraction, if you want to add
spice to the mundane, go to the people around
you. They’re pretty cool if you take the time to
get to know them. If you aren’t getting along
with your friends or roommates, talk to them
about it. Work it out. Life is too sweet to sour
with discord. Surround yourself with people
who build you up and return that support and
encouragement to them.
Go into this semester with a positive attitude.
Give enjoying your 8:00 a.m.’s and 2:00 p.m.’s
a shot. Never fake a smile, but do not feel bad
if you have to force one from time to time. Take
yourself seriously. Take your classes seriously.
But also, don’t forget to live a little. Keep your
head up and have a great day and semester.
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The downhill decline of the Olympics
Connor Van Hulzen – Staff Writer
Growing up, the Olympics always managed
to catch my attention. In an era of generational
athletes like Usain Bolt, Shaun White, Apolo
Ohno, and Michael Phelps, audiences were
glued to their seats to watch the world’s best
perform on the biggest stage.
However, recent news indicates the reign of
the Olympics as one of the premier events in
sports entertainment may be coming to an end.
NBC reported the Opening Ceremony of
Beijing’s 2022 Winter Olympics achieved
an audience of 16 million people across both
television and streaming services. This data
comes as a significant decrease in viewers based
on the last Winter Olympics in Pyeongchang,
South Korea in 2018 (28.3 million viewers)
and is a record low for an Olympic Opening
Ceremony, unseating the 1988 Opening
Ceremony in Calgary (20.1 million viewers).
This problem may not be limited to the
Winter Olympics, however. NBC also reported
a substantial decrease in viewership during
the recent Summer Olympics in Tokyo. When
compared to the 2016 Summer Olympics in
Rio de Janeiro, the Tokyo Olympics’ total
viewership decreased by 24 percent, from 198
million in 2016 to 150 million in 2021.
Have American audiences become less and
less interested in watching the Olympics? Are
the Winter Olympics inferior to their Summer
counterpart?
Kevin Slice, a senior, thinks so: “The Winter
Olympics specifically are bland. There are
fewer sports and fewer countries represented.
There is less athletic talent on display because
the sports included in the Winter Olympics are
just not as accessible as those in the Winter
Olympics.”
The evidence backs up Slice’s perspective.
Eighty-four countries are participating
in the 2022 Winter Olympics, where 109
championship events will take place across 15
sports. Meanwhile, the 2021 Summer Olympics
featured teams from 206 countries, with 339
championship events taking place across 33
sports.
Clay Baas, a junior, however, remains a

staunch supporter of the Winter Olympics:
“I am passionate about the Winter Olympics
because they never get the love they deserve.
Everyone loves the Summer Olympics, but I
feel that the sports in the Summer Olympics
are sports that are already popular all year long.
The same cannot be said about the majority of
events in the Winter Olympics, even though
they are just as competitive and entertaining.”
In a world where each Olympics seems to
set a new low for viewership, what remains to
keep Americans entertained? Is a lack of big
names and star power the reason for an ever-

decreasing interest in the games? Or might it be
something else?
Baas offered a potential reason why
Americans may be tuning the Olympic Games
out now more than ever: “I would not, however,
disagree with the claim that the quality of the
Olympics as an organized event has decreased.
There is too much petty politics involved, with
countries throwing fits about who’s hosting and
who’s participating and boycotting the games.”
As the world navigates geopolitical
landmines and controversy after controversy,
one of the most important exhibitions of human
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talent has begun to fall by the wayside. While
the Winter Olympics already received less love
than their Summer counterpart on a large scale,
perhaps the Olympics as a whole are deserving
of a much needed shake-up in order to bring
back the days of Shaun White, Usain Bolt, and
Michael Phelps.

Freedom convoy protests vaccine mandates in Canada
Corina Beimers – Staff Writer
Two years ago, you could describe Canada
as united. As a Canadian citizen, you could
be confident that, as a country, we could get
through anything, including the pandemic,
together. This is no longer the case.
What began as a group of Canadian truckers
protesting COVID-19 vaccine mandates has
quickly turned into jammed streets, a blockaded
border, inappropriate grandstanding, and,
simply put, an embarrassment for Canada.
In Canada, pandemic regulations have looked
different than they do in the United States.
There, proof of vaccination is needed to enter
restaurants, gyms, movie theaters, sporting
events, and more.
In the middle of January, the Canadian
government issued a vaccine mandate that
extended to truckers crossing the US-Canada
border. If a trucker chose not to get vaccinated
and left the country on business, they were
required to quarantine upon returning to the
country.
Since the start of the pandemic, truckers
have been exempt from such border-crossing
regulations, but the vaccine mandate started a
movement called the Freedom Convoy, bringing
uproar and divisiveness across the country.
The Freedom Convoy was started by truckers
and conservatives in British Columbia. On Jan.
23, they started their trip across the country
to protest in the nation’s capital in Ottawa,
Ontario. The movement picked up support
and numbers along the way. The city became
packed with trucks, cars, and protesters rallying
against COVID-19 mandates. The heart of the
protest took place outside of Canada’s House
of Commons, but demonstrations and convoys
popped up all over the country.

The country’s protesters are frustrated with
changing regulations throughout the pandemic.
“It just kept going and eventually that’s not
good for anyone’s mental health and it’s hard to
manage,” said van der Wier.
On Feb. 6, Ottawa declared a state of

Though the Freedom Convoy wasn’t started
with the intent of violence, it has turned toxic
and given Canada a bad look. The movement’s
inconsistencies are numerous. While its
GoFundMe has raised millions of dollars, in
part for veterans’ organizations, a protestor
was also recorded dancing on the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier, a memorial dedicated to
Canadian service members who fought for the
country’s freedom. Also, demonstrators have
climbed and urinated on the cenotaph at the
National War Memorial in Ottawa.
“I look at it and I lament. It’s sad to me,” said
Aaron Baart, a Canadian and Dordt’s Dean of
Chapel.
Baart was visiting British Columbia when the
movement started and saw it firsthand.
As the convoy protests in the name of
freedom, the group’s extremists have taken the
opportunity to compare vaccines and vaccine
mandates to rape and the Holocaust.
In Ottawa, the effects of the protest are not
sustainable. The city’s residents have seen their
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neighborhoods treated like garbage and have
been harassed for wearing masks. In Alberta,
protesters decided to form a blockade at one
of Canada’s busiest border crossings, blocking
trade routes.
“I empathize with people who are frustrated
with lockdowns,” said Jake Thorsteinson, a
senior from Alberta. “I want to make sure their
exhaustions and frustrations are validated, but
also don’t agree with the way they are going
about it.”
The Canadian Trucking Alliance released a
statement amidst the protests to remind people
to protest peacefully. The CTA estimated 90
percent of Canada’s truckers are vaccinated.
Keturah van der Wier, a junior from Ontario
has family in the convoy and expresses support
for the movement.
“For the most part, it’s peaceful and there
are so many people supporting it, which is
amazing, so I’m really proud,” van der Wier
said. “It’s exciting for me to see.”

“I have almost
disconnected it from
being Canadian
because it seems so
incompatible with
what I know the
overwhelming culture
of Canada to be.”
-Jake Thorsteinson
emergency as protests continued and the safety
and security of residents was put into question.
“I have almost disconnected it from being
Canadian because it seems so incompatible
with what I know the overwhelming culture of
Canada to be,” Thorsteinson said.
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Diamond Digs
Mikaela Wegner – Co Editor

The Diamond is kicking off a new project and we want your help. Beginning in the 2022 Fall Semester, The Diamond will provide scholarships to both writers and artists with Diamond Digs, a
section of The Diamond dedicated to The New Yorker-style comics and sketches. Our aim is to incorporate humorous, artistic renderings of college life at Dordt University. We’re calling the series
“Diamond Digs” because the comics will poke or “dig” at our university’s culture. So, share what’s important and relatable to you and others. We’re already accepting submissions for next week’s issue
at diamond@dordt.edu. If you have any questions or are interested in applying for a scholarship, send myself, Sam Landstra, or Lee Pitts an email. Happy drawing.

Elanor Gesch - Guest Contributor

Julia Visser - Guest Contributor

Full House: Kuyper Apartments to room seven next year
cont.
cont. from pg. 1
couch, two desks, and three beds. In total, the
house contains four bedrooms, two bathrooms,
a kitchen, a mess hall, a sunroom, and a living
room.
“Luckily, we all get along well,” Bader said,
who reflects on his living situation as “good”
and “with ups and downs.”
Next year, the university plans to house
12 to 15 upperclassmen students in the former
president’s house.
“It’s illogical,” Joe Kamstra, a resident of
the house, said. “I can’t think of fifteen people
who I’d want in the house next year.”
As mentioned before, the former president’s
house has four bedrooms. In order to
accommodate two to five additional students,

the house’s other rooms may become makeshift
bedrooms, including the mess hall.
“It’s not livable,” Kamstra said about the
mess hall being used as a bedroom. “It’s like a
sterile hospital.”
Buteyn and the university have worked
alongside architects for a number of years in
hopes of building additional on-campus housing
within the next five years.
“I think this year was certainly its own
special deal that Dordt wasn’t ready for…and
it’s working for now,” Bader said. “I think that
the future should be different.”
Contributed Photo
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